
God Reconciling the World unto Himself

A Survey of the Bible

Part Three: The Age of Christ
Lesson Forty-Four: Paul’s Letters to Preachers 
Texts: [image: image1.jpg]


1 Timothy 1:12-17;  3:1-13; 4:1-7; 2 Timothy 3:16-17; 4:1-5; Titus 2:1-8; 2:11-14
P
aul wrote letters to two evangelists who  had worked with him in his preaching: Timothy and Titus. Two letters were sent to Timothy and one to Titus.  These three epistles focus more than any others on the work of an evangelist and the organization of the local church.    

Near the beginning of Paul’s first letter to Timothy he revealed the very personal reflection, “This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief” (1:15). Paul never forgot that before coming to Christ he had actually persecuted Christians. Yet, instead of allowing this to crippled him spiritually, He saw in the mercy which God had shown to him, “a pattern to those who are going to believe” (1:16). If God could forgive Paul in Christ, He can forgive anyone who will turn to Him!

Paul charged Timothy, as a preacher to “wage the good warfare” (1 Tim. 1:18). This “warfare” concerned the things that he would teach as an evangelist. Things such as prayer (1 Tim. 2:1-2), modesty (2:9), and a quiet disposition (2:11-12). Paul also outlined for Timothy the qualifications necessary for those who serve in the two appointed roles of leadership in the church: elders, and deacons (3:1-13). Paul gave Titus similar instructions regarding elders (Titus 1:5-9). Paul told Timothy that he gave these instructions, “so that you may know how you ought to conduct yourself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth” (1 Tim. 3:15). The writings of Scripture are the only “church manual” that man needs.

Paul also warns Timothy to be on guard against religious error, even citing some examples of such error (1 Tim. 4:1-5). Christians must cling to “words of faith and sound doctrine” (4:6) but reject “profane and old wives’ fables” (4:7). The preacher must “be an example to believers” (4:11). This demands study and meditation (4:15-16), and having a willingness to even admonish those who are older than himself (5:1-2). This good example also means having the commitment to provide for family (5:16). There are times when the church should support widows (5:3-15) and elders who teach the word (5:17-19). but the family bears the first responsibility in such matters. Paul ends his first letter to Timothy with some specific and practical instructions, particularly to guard against the “love of money” (6:10).


Paul’s second letter to Timothy is very similar to his first. He continues his charge to him to, “Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching” (2 Tim. 4:2). Being a preacher of the gospel demands a being on guard against falsehood. Paul warns of “perilous times” (3:1). Many will teach dangerous false doctrines. Paul commands Timothy, “from such people turn away” (3:5). The source of truth is sure and certain. It is found in God’s word. Paul declares, 
“All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work” 

(2 Tim 3:16-17).
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Paul’s letter to Titus includes some very specific instructions to older men and women. One example is that older women are to “admonish the young women to love their husbands, to love their children, to be discreet, chaste, homemakers, good, obedient to their own husbands” (Titus 2:4-5). How important it is for older men and women to teach the young to live as God would have us to.  Paul also taught Titus about the wonderful grace of God and what it demands. He wrote, “For the grace of God that brings 
salvation has appeared to all men, teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in the present age” (2:11-13).  Grace is not a license to sin, but a charge to faithful obedience.
Study Questions
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1.  In recognition of God’s mercy, how does Paul describe himself (1 Tim. 1:15)?



Why does he say God showed such mercy to him (1:1:16)? 

2.  Many churches follow human creed books, or church manuals. How does 1 Timothy 3:15 show us these are unnecessary additions?
 

3.  List the six ways a preacher should be an example (1 Tim.4:11): 1)


2)______________________ 3) ________________________ 4) 
_____________________


5) ______________________ 6) ________________________ 

4.  What are some of the characteristics of those from whom Timothy is to “turn away” (2 Tim. 3:1-5)?


5.  What can Scripture allow the “man of God” to be (2 Tim. 3:17)?

6.  What are young men charged to be (Titus 2:6-8)?

7.  What does Paul mean in saying that the grace of God has appeared “teaching us” certain things (Titus 2:11-13)?



Key Passage: “These things command and teach. 12 Let no one despise your youth, but be an example to the believers in word, in conduct, in love, in spirit, in faith, in purity. 13 Till I come, give attention to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine” (1 Timothy 4:11-13, NKJV).
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